
  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

 
 

December 22, 2024 

 

Christmas Is… 
Sunday School Christmas Program 

 
Kids and Adults 

share Christmas stories and memories. 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

In Preparation for Worship 

• Within the sanctuary please remember that some people use this time of silence to prepare for worship. 

• Whenever the cross is carried in procession through the congregation, we turn to face the cross to signify 
our way of life as followers of Jesus. 

• Large-print bulletins are available; ask an usher for assistance. 
 

• Please silence your cell phone. 
 
 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

Please be respectful of people who use this time to prepare for worship. 
 

Prelude The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came arr. Larry Shackley 
 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Christ, Be Our Light 
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Welcome 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Hymn  All Earth Is Hopeful 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 
Come, Lord Jesus! With your abundant grace and mercy, open us to 

receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with your 
Abba God and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 
 

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 

Reading Micah 5:2-5   (Contemporary English Version, inclusivized) 

A reading from the prophet Micah 
 

Bethlehem Ephrath, 
you are one of the smallest towns in the nation of Judah. 
But the Lord will choose 
one of your people to rule the nation— 
someone whose family goes back to ancient times.  
The Lord will abandon Israel only until this ruler is born, 
and the rest of their family returns to Israel. 
Like a shepherd taking care of the sheep, 
this ruler will lead and care for the people 
by the power and glorious name of the Lord God. 
The people will live securely, 
and the whole earth will know this ruler’s true greatness, 
because this ruler will bring peace. 
 

May we open ourselves to what the Spirit is saying to the church. Amen. 
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Psalm 80:1-7 

 
 

 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
 shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
 stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 Restore | us, O God; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 O LORD | God of hosts, 
 how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 
 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
 you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
 and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Luke 1:39-55 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 
 
 

Children’s Christmas Program CHRISTMAS IS… 
 based on the book "Christmas Is…." by Gail Gibbons 

 with Ruby Jacobs, Elinn Neal, Caroline Ott, and Kathryn Ott 
 
 

 
 
 

Musical Reflection 

 Come, Come, Emmanuel arr. Joel Raney 
 Senior Choir 
 

Come, come Emmanuel. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel. 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, Emmanuel, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Come, come Emmanuel. 
Come, Desire of nations, come. 
Bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease, 
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. 
Rejoice, Emmanuel, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Come, Emmanuel, come! 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess our faith in the Triune God as expressed in these historic 

words: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Community Prayers 

Let us pray.... 
 After each petition: “Receive our prayer,” Your mercy is great. 
  Amen. 
 

Included in our daily prayers are those with special needs or concerns: 
Bebe McCoy, Robin Stokes, Bonnie Hegreness, Mary Kennedy, Kevin Bailey’s sister Kleta Childs, 

Bebe McCoy’s brother-in-law Walt and her sister Jan, Brittany Parsons, Mary Bowling’s sister 
Val, John Kennedy’s niece Michele Wolfe, Becky Trover’s sister Maddie Sutphin, son-in-law 
Brandon James, and her niece Olivia Theissen, Skye Andree, Kris Kauffman, Ruth Murray’s 
daughter Ellen Rose, Kathie Ehrich, John Huber, Dottie and Larry Bird, Karen Kent, Ruth Boys, 
Al Debelak, Barbara Hairston and family, Jon Disbro 

For the people of Fellowship Lutheran Church in Columbus 
For Redeemer community members Kathy Denhard and Tony Naess 

 
 

Time with the Young People 
 
 

Sharing the peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Members are encouraged to move around the sanctuary to greet each with a hearty handshake or a hug. 
For those who have special concerns or who do not wish close contact, please offer a sign of blessing to let 

others know you are more comfortable greeting them from a distance. 
We will continue to take a moment to greet those who are worshiping via livestream before greeting those 

in the sanctuary. 
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WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invited all who were hungry for food, healing, justice, and joy to 
share this communion meal. 

Since this is his meal, and he is present to us in it, all are welcome. 
 
 

In body or spirit, please stand 

Offertory  You Are Holy 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

It is indeed right for us to come to this table of Emmanuel -- God-with-us. 
This is the place where bread and wine remind us how to live and love 
as those who inhabit God’s time, and work to build God’s Beloved 
Community. This is the place where we recognize that the one for whom 
we wait is also the one who is already, and always, here with us. 

So come! Whether you are watching for the dawn, or dreading first light, 
whether you are waiting with hope, or hiding your face, come with quiet 
confidence. Here Emmanuel watches for our coming, and waits with love 
and joy to welcome us in. 

The story of Emmanuel is the story of God – waiting to inhabit time, who 
took on flesh and form, and lived among us, so that we might re-imagine 
life. It is the story of Jesus – waiting to be betrayed, who shared supper 
with his friends, where he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take this and eat. This is my body, broken for you. 
Do this to remember me.” And after supper he took the cup and gave it 
to them, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. It is 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to 
remember me.” 

And so, taking this bread and wine, we remember and celebrate the waiting 
which began to change the world; and we join our voices with all who still 
wait and work for that change to come to completion: 
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God of grace, as we follow the example of Jesus, send your Holy Spirit 
upon us, and on these gifts of bread and wine. May we find the 
imagination, the courage, and the strength to use our waiting times to 
build your Beloved Community of joy, justice, and peace, for which we 
now pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sharing the Meal 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Jesus welcomed all to this meal. 
So do we. 

Please be seated 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements, remain seated and use the 
pre-filled communion cups available at the door, or let an usher know 
you’d like to be served in your seat. Wine is in the outer rings of the tray, 
grape-apple juice in the inner ring. Gluten-free wafers are available on 
request, ask Pastor. 

 

Hymn  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
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Hymn  Comfort, Comfort, Now My People 
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Please stand in body or spirit 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Holy Mystery, the earth still waits for its healing. May we who are part of 

that waiting take and use the waiting times to re-imagine how we can be 
healers of creation. Open our hands and hearts to embrace and use 
these uncertain times to be courageous in our acts of love. So may our 
watching and waiting join with that of Emmanuel to make real your 
beloved community here on earth. Amen. 

 
 

WE ARE SENT 
 

Hymn  Canticle of the Turning 
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Blessing Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Postlude  Comfort, Comfort, Now My People arr. Larry Shackley 
 
 

CCLI License # 11287796; One License A-728105 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 American Bible Society 

The communion liturgy is adapted from “Enter with Joy,” by Pat Bennett, published by Wild Goose Publications. 
Contemporary English Version (CEV) ©1995 American Bible Society 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Contemporary-English-Version-CEV-Bible/
http://www.americanbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Contemporary-English-Version-CEV-Bible/
http://www.americanbible.org/
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OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
 

Presiding Minister David Shull, Pastor 
Assisting Minister Jon Disbro 
Reader Kelley Frank 
Cantor Scott Steiner 
ASL Interpreter Bryan Neal 
Organist & Senior Choir Director Kathy Rapp 
Pianist & Chime Choir Director Karen Kent 
Usher Zak Hinkle-Moore 
Verger Michelle Clemence / Wendy Stoica 
Communion Prep Misato In, Diane Brobeck, Karen Rider 
Producers Judith Bird, Scott Steiner 
Hospitality Sunday School Kids 
 

Flowers are given by Michele and Jon Disbro in honor of their 40th Anniversary. 
Noisy Offering will go to B.R.E.A.D. 

 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER DECEMBER 22 – 29 

Today 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion and 
   Sunday School Christmas Program 
 Following worship Decorate sanctuary 
 11:15 am IN-PERSON and ZOOM Adult Education 

Tuesday 7:00 pm IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
   Christmas Eve Worship 

Wednesday 10:00 am IN-PERSON Christmas Day Worship 

Next Sunday 8:45 am Senior Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM Worship 
   with Holy Communion 
 

1555 South James Road, Columbus OH 43227 
614.237.1263 + info@RedeemerLuth.com + www.RedeemerLuth.com 

Office hours –9am-1pm, Mon-Wed; 9am-noon Thu 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

mailto:info@RedeemerLuth.com
http://www.redeemerluth.com/

